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POLITICAL party emissaries continue with recording voter registration 

serial numbers despite a stern warning by the Zimbabwe Electoral Commis-

sion (ZEC) against the malpractice. Sigola community members gave a tip-

off to Women’s institute for Leadership Development (WILD) correspond-

ent stating the persistence of the criminal activity in the area.    

Reports forwarded to WILD are that ZANU (PF) functionaries were record-

ing voter registration serial numbers of newly registered voters outside voter 

registration centers. Although a ZANU (PF) official who was questioned on 

the issue said he was only collecting serial numbers from his party members, 

some members of the community felt their Constitutional rights are in-

fringed upon. 

According to Siphiwe Sithole*, a community member from Sigola, the sub-

mission of serial numbers determined access to handouts given by the gov-

ernment.  

“As we registered to vote, a village head asked us to submit our serial num-

bers after completion. It was unclear why we had to submit our serial num-

bers to our local leader. The only explanation for submitting our serial num-

bers was linked to the ability to receive community hand-outs.” She said.   

Contacted for comment, ZEC Commissioner Dr. Qhubani Moyo said citi-

zens who are coerced to release registration slips should urgently report to 

the police. 

“We have communicated before that it is a criminal offense for anyone to 

collect or record voter registration serial numbers. Citizens should immedi-

ately report to the nearest police station should they be requested to submit 

their serial numbers against their will,” said Dr Moyo. 
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Following the practice that occurred in Sigola, members of the com-

munity have been unable to report their concerns to the Zimbabwe 

Republic Police (ZRP) as they fear possible victimization. Villagers 

have embraced the act as normal as it has been going on since the 

beginning of the Biometric Voter Registration (BVR) process.  

In a recent community meeting, a ZANU (PF) official stated that re-

cording of serial numbers was a prerequisite for any faithful member 

of his party. He said this is a way of measuring allegiance of his par-

ty’s supporters.  

*Siphiwe Sithole: Not a real name  
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A group of registered voters showcase their voter registration slips 


